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enlightened section of that community asking me to bring about
legislation to punish such wicked people who trade upon the
children's souls and bodies.
" The Penal Code Sections 372 and 373 have proved ineffective.
Hence I have given notice of another Bill for the success of which
I want your blessings. Some may argue that legislation is no good
so long as the people do not realize the evil in that custom; but
my contention is that a good section of our people perceives the
. injustice. Now I myself feel that I could rescue many of these
girls, if I had some legal power to take away children from such
criminal parents.
"Among the devadasi community itself there is a great
awakening, and they have been doing propaganda on a large
scale, but I am pained to observe that the high caste people
do not help them in that community's efforts to reform them-
selves. And, further, our laws for the protection of children are
almost nil in this Presidency compared with the protection that
exists for the children of other countries and even the children
of other provinces such as Bombay and Bengal.
"We know that in advanced countries health and moral
reform always preceded the formation of public opinion in their
favour as they were themselves educative factors. In this Presi-
dency we cannot blame the Government so much as the high
caste people who do not sufficiently realize that all children, ir-
respective of caste or creed, need our care and sympathy, and in
this matter of rescuing innocent children from the prospect of a
dreadful life they should rise above their communal and caste
prejudices."
I heartily endorse the writer's proposal. Indeed I do
not think that the proposed legislation will be in advance
3f public opinion. The whole of the enlightened public
Dpinion that is vocal is against the retention of the system
in any shape or form. The opinion of the parties concerned
in the immoral traffic cannot count, just as the opinion of
keepers of opium dens will not count in favour of their
retention, if public opinion is otherwise against them. The
ievadasi system is a blot upon those who countenance it.
[t would have died long ago but for the supineness of the
public. Public conscience in this country somehow or
)ther lies dormant. It often feels the awfulness of many a
vrong, but is too indifferent or too lazy to move. But if
lome active spirit like Dr. Reddi moves, that conscience
s prepared to lend such support as indifference can